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 “Global Workshop”  Sows Seeds of Action for Sustainability Around the World 
 
The AtKisson Group today released a new report detailing the results of a “global workshop campaign” 
designed to raise awareness about sustainability thinking, collaboration, and action. The voluntary initiative, 
called “Pyramid 2012,” was timed to support the United Nations “Rio+20” global summit on sustainable 
development. More than one thousand people in over 20 countries participated in the Pyramid 2012 
campaign during February and March 2012, generating dozens of policy proposals, recommendations, and 
even new commitments to pursue local projects. 
 
Pyramid 2012 engaged 65 diverse groups in 20 countries around the 
world including, for example, city planners in Germany, small farmers in 
Colombia, water specialists in southern Africa, graduate students in 
Iceland, and many others. Each participating group held a one-day 
workshop based on a simplified version of AtKisson’s “Building the 
Pyramid” group learning and planning tool.  
 
The Pyramid 2012 report, Building the Future We Want, summarizes 
results of the workshops (and ties in to the Rio+20 summit theme, “The 
Future We Want”). Cristina Apetrei, campaign coordinator, noted that 
“there seems to be a shared understanding around the world that many 
actions, taken at the local level, can add up to the global transformation 
we call sustainable development. People do want to get active, and they 
really can make a difference.” 
 
Specific results from the 65 documented Pyramid 2012 workshops included: 

• A campus clean-up and waste reduction program for a college in Zimbabwe 
• Plans to create new bicycle parking areas for a university in Gdansk, Poland 
• An initiative to raise awareness about the plight of sea turtles in Trinidad and Tobago 
• An action program supporting peasant farmers in Colombia to manage scarce water resources 
• A new technical solution for reducing detergent run-off from an industrial plant in Germany 

... and many others. The organizers were so pleased by the results that they immediately launched a 
process of consultation to consider whether, and how, to scale up the campaign. “The enthusiastic reactions 
we received, as well as the quality of the workshop outcomes, exceeded the modest expectations we had set 
for a two-month program, especially considering that we had one part-time coordinator and no marketing or 
communication budget,” said Cristina Apetrei. “So now we can’t help but wonder:  what would happen if we 
got the resources to do a program like this at a much larger scale?” 
 
Campaign initiator Alan AtKisson, president of AtKisson Group, noted that “volunteers were the central 
players in this program,” which was kicked off at an international student conference in Manila sponsored by 
the Global Issues Network. “Without volunteer action, Pyramid 2012 would not have happened. And that’s 
appropriate, because without volunteer action, sustainable development won’t happen either.” 
 
The 14-page Pyramid 2012 overview report, detailed reports on individual workshops, and a catalogue of 
photos and videos from the campaign are freely available at the campaign website, http://Pyramid2012.net. 
 
If you want to write about the Pyramid 2012 campaign, or wish to interview Alan AtKisson or Cristina Apetrei, 
please contact AtKisson Group associate Dana Kapitulčinová: Dana.Kapitulcinova@AtKisson.com 

Pyramid 2012 by the numbers: 

65 completed & confirmed 
workshops around the world 

With over 1,000 participants 

In at least 20 countries 

On 5 continents 

Resulting in at least 8 direct action 
projects ... and dozens of policy 

proposals and ideas 


